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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideqn.” Judges 7:20 
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A Soldier’s Questions 
Answered 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


An American soldier in Ger- 
many read my book, Twelve Tre- 
mendous Themes and was much 
interested in the chapters on 
“Verbal Inspiration of the Bible” 
and “The Scientific Accuracy of 
the Bible.” He writes frankly 
that he is an unconverted sinner, 
that he.does not claim to be a 
Christian and does not believe the 
Bible. However, he is interested 
in the subject, explains that he 


mever runs the Bible down to 
others and wants to know the 
truth for himself. Because in that 
book I offered to help further any 
one who honestly wanted to know 


about the inspiration of the Bible, 


he wrote, asking a series of ques- 
tions, saying that he hoped I 
could smash his arguments and 
help him to believe the Bible. 
With these things in mind, I 
wrote our soldier boy the follow- 
ing very earnest letter. I hope it 


~ will be of interest and help to 


others in seeing the folly of un- 
belief and the reliability of the 
Word of God. - 

“My dear Friend Evans: 

“Your letter of June 5 is before 
me, and I am glad to answer it. 
You say that you have read my 
book, Twelve Tremendous Themes, 
and you accept my invitation to 
write for further proof about the 
inspiration of the Bible. 

“1. Let me say that if you were 


DR. JOHN R. RICE 


honest and open-minded and sci- 
entific in reading the chapter on 
‘The Scientific Accuracy of the 
Bible,’ then you must have been 
impressed. An honest man, an in- 
telligent man, cannot laugh off 
facts like those given in that 
chapter. If the scientific facts 
there mentioned were known by 
the writers of the Bible before 
there were any scientific ways to 
learn them, then that proves that 
the Bible was inspired of God. 
Only God could have revealed to 
(Continued on page three) 


\ Vege IZA 


“WS HARD 40 BELIEVE 


Pierpont Morgan’s 
Greatest Transaction 


By A. J. POLLOCK 


Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan, the 
American financier, the multi- 
millionaire, is dead. 

So recently as the 4th January, 
1913, he made his will. The dis- 
posal of such vast sums of money 
and such priceless objects of art 
as he possessed doubtless caused 
him much thought, His will con- 
sisted of about 10,000 words, and 
contained thirty-seven articles 

But we are left in no doubt as 
to what Mr. Morgan considered 
to be the most important clause 
in his will, nay, the most impor- 
tant affair in his whole life. 

He made many transactions— 
some affecting such large sums of 
money as to disturb the financial 
equilibrium of the world — yet 
there was one transaction that 
evidently stood out in Mr. Mor- 
gan’s mind as of supreme impor- 
tance. 

His will opens with the follow- 
ing simple, yet dignified, words: 


*“T commit my soul in the 
hands of. my Saviour, full of 
confidence that, having redeemed 
it and washed it with His most 
precious blood, He will present 
it faultless ‘before the throne of 
my heavenly Father. 

“I entreat my children to 
maintain and defend, at. all 
hazard, and at any cost of per- 
sonal sacrifice, the blessed doc- 
trine of complete atonement for 
sin through the blood of Jesus 
Christ once offered, and through 
that alone.” 


In the matter of his soul’s eter- 
nal blessing, his vast wealth was 
as powerless as the beggar’s pov- 

(Continued on page two) 


and acquainted with 
from Him; He was 
(Isaiah 53:3) 


One of the most startling state- 
ments in the Old Testament, per- 
haps in the entire Bible, is the one 
Isaiah makes here. It chills the 
blood, stuns the. heart, troubles 
the mind with its fearful implica- 


tions of eternal doom. The tragedy 
is that it is just as terribly true 
today as it ever was: Jesus Christ 
is still despised and rejected of 
men. The fifty third chapter of 
Isaiah is “undoubtedly the most 
controversial chapter in the entire 
Hebrew Scriptures. The Jews are 
still unwilling to admit that it re- 
fers to the Messiah Jesus. Mod- 
ernistic scholars, liberal preachers, 
rationalistic theologians have 
joined their voices in the fearful 
chorus of doubt and denial. Ortho- 
dox~Christian professors, as well 
as many of the orthodox Jewish 
Rabbis have through the ages 


espised, 


ised Son of David, who was to 
bear the burdens of a world’s sins 
in His Own tortured self. 

A careful reading of the life and 


fail but come to the conclusion 
that every word of the chapter 


shall continue to be, entirely ful- 
filled until Jesus Christ comes 
again. Especially is this true of 
the portion we are considéring in 


this message, “He was despised 


acknowledged that this tremendous | + 
chapter points to the atonement, || 
the_resurrection,. the reign, the_re-.}’ 
joicing of the Messiah, the prom- |i 


sufferings of our Saviour cannot }; 


has been, and still is being, and 


The Unwanted Christ 


By Evangelist Hyman J. Appelman, D.D. 


“He is despised and rejected of man; a man of sorrows, 
rief: and we hid as it were our faces 


and we esteemed Him not.” 


and rejected of men.” John the 
Apostle tells us, “He came to His 
own, and His own received Him 
not.” The learned, the rich, the 
mighty, the prominent among the 
Jews, were almost universally 
combined against Him. Differ as 
they might on everything else, the 
various sects of the Pharisees, the 
Herodians, the Sadducees, united 
in the one attempt to discredit 
His person, His doctrine, His mis- 
sion. He was condemned as an 
impostor and blasphemer. ‘He was 
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96 Decisions for Christ Through 
Sword Literature in May and June 


By Viola Walden,.. Business Manager Sword of the Lord 


Sharp contrasts in condition 
and personality are apparent in 
the letters we have received from 
recent converts through Sword 
literature. During May and June, 
several opposing types of sinners 
‘are represented in the fifty-six 
new babes in Christ. 

From the hardened sinner, a 
woman serving a jail sentence; 
to a young man, 17, led by his 
father to the Lord on the eve of 
his entering the service, the let- 
ters all showed every sign of true 
conviction of sin and real repent- 
ance, 3 

On reading over the letters and 


| Signed decision slips from this 


period of time, two things seemed 
to me most impressive; first, the 
very large percentage of service 
men, eighteen from the total of 
fifty-three; and second in my 
mind, the thought that God very 
often used an intermediary to 
read the gospel message aloud to 
sinners and help them in reach- 
ing a point of decision. The lat- 
ter should be a source of encour- 
agement to you who are working 
for the Lord by dealing personally 


with souls, perhaps using the 
booklet, What Must I do to be 
Saved? by the Editor, Dr. John R. 
Rice, : 

Since we enjoy reading these 
letters so much, we think you 
would enjoy them, too. 

“Dear Mother, Dad, Ruth, Lamar, 
and Billy, 

“The most wonderful change in 
my life has just taken place. I 
have received and confessed Christ 
as my Saviour, and, trusting that 
He will keep me, I have commit- 
ted the direction of my whole life 
to Him, 

“I cannot name the exact time 
and place that I was saved, but 
I know that it happened some- 
time during the past week. All 
week I had studied the Bible and 
the words of Christian men such 
as Dr. C. I. Scofield, Evangelist 
John R. Rice, and George Cutting. 
Then, one night last week, I went 
into the Chapel alone when all 
was quiet, and there I opened 
my heart to God, begging for- 
giveness for my sinful nature 
(‘For all have sinned, and come 


3:23). Then I turned to Christ 
remembering the words: “The 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin,’ I John 
1:7; and ‘As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name’—~ 
John 1:12, | 

“I went away from the Chapel 
with a feeling of emotional un- 
rest, and that feeling continued 
for the next two days, Saturday 
night at the first meeting of Pat’s 
Bible Study Class, the joy of my 
salvation was made real to me 
when I confessed with my mouth 
the Lord Jesus. These are the 
words I spoke, as nearly as I can 
remember: ‘I believe Pat once 
said that to know the Bible, one 
must first know Christ. I wish 
to profess my faith before you 
men tonight. I realize now that I 
was conceived, born, and have 
lived in, sin, and that my only 
hope is in Christ. My trust is 
complete.’ I wept openly, as did 


others for me. Several volunteer 


prayers were offered, and from 


short of the glory of God’—Rom. 


(Continued on page three) 
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crucified a common criminal. He 
was disowned in the most public 
and contemptuous manner before 
Pontius Pilate when they cried, as 
with one voice, “Away with Him! 
Away with Him! Crucify Him! 
Crucify Him!” What humiliation, 
what agonizing humiliation the 
Saviour must have suffered. I 
verily believe that the cruel nails 
of the cross were but a light 
weight in comparison with this 
heartache, the heartbreak, he en- 
dured when the mad, milling mob 
made mockery of Him on the bit- 
ter tree, 


But wait, the Jews are not the 
only people chargeable with this 
awful crime, this deicide. As 
Christ has been, so He still is 
“despised and rejected of men.” 
Think of how he is being pilloried 
by those who claim to know Him 
as Saviour, those who have been 
baptized supposedly into His body, 
the Church. - Think of how He 
is being denied by the great so- 
called Christian schools, scholars, 
churches, preachers, denomina- 
tions of the land, and of the world. 
Think of how the presses, the 
magazine articles, the latest books 
misinterpret Him, mistreat Him, 
grudgingly at times, at times as 
a sort of a favor, acclaiming Him 
the greatest of men, yet denying 
Him His throne rights as the only 
begotten Son of God. Why can 
they not see that if He is not the 
God man, He cannot be the good 
man; that either He is begotten 
of the Holy Spirit, or His whole 
life is blighted by the bleak, black 
cloud of illegitimacy? Think of 
how He is being despised and re- 
jected, His claims denied and de- 
fied by the devotees of the world, 
the devil, the flesh. Think of the 
hosts of our church members who, 
claiming to trust Him for the for- 
giveness of their sins, claiming to 
acknowledge Him as Saviour and 
Lord, yet live lewd, lustful, lasci- 
vious lives that belie their profes- 
sions and protestations. 

There are three terrible truths 
involved in this brief word, “He 
is despised and rejected of men.” 
First, you have the bitter convic- 
tion that men today do despise and 
reject him. Second, there are the 
blinding causes for this contempt. 
Third, we must finish with the 
blighting consequences of this con- 
dition. 

Men Despise and Reject 

Christ Today. 


How do men today, men, women, 
children, In this very city, all 
about you, perhaps yourself 
amongst them, despise and reject 
Christ? His glorious person is no 
longer exposed to the physical 
outrages of men. His precious 
body can no longer be scourged. 
He ean no longer be buffeted by 
cruel hands. His face can no more 
he spat upon. There is no crown 
of biting thorns being pleated for 
His holy head. There is. no Gol- 
gotha’s cross waiting for Him. 
Praise God, on His glorious inter- 
eessory throne, He is far beyond 
the reach of any such abuse. But 
yet, today, right now, while my 
humble voice reaches your ears, 
there are other and no less crim- 
inal. respects in which Jesus, the 
Christ of God, is still despised and 
rejected of many. I am not even 
thinking of those who openly deny 
the Lord that bought them; not 
of those who by tongue and pen 
entertain, express, publish opinions 
contrary to, and inconsistent with 
a real regard a real esteem. a real 
love for Him. Of these, I am not 
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afraid. With these, I am not con- 
cerned at the moment. Thinking 
people know that this breed of 
unbelievers are merely throwing 
dust in the air, hiding their sins 
behind the specious arguments of 
science so called, of a cheap in- 
tellectualism of a baseless infidel- 
ity, of something some one else 
has said or written. 


In general, those who are ig- 
norant of the religion of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ must of 
necessity be regarded as despisers 
of His grace. There is no excuse 
for not knowing the revelation of 
God concerning His Son. There 
are too many Bibles, too many 


churches, too many Sunday 
Schools, too many revivals, too 
many religious. broadcasts, for 


‘anyone, Jew or Gentile, to advance 
that argument. There is no such 
blindness as the blindness of the 
wilfully ignorant, of those who 
shut their eyes to the truth. But 
this is not what is on my heart 
in these moments. 


Listen! They despise Christ 
who deny His authority, who 
break His commandments, who 
defy this express and expressed 
will. We are told that all power 
is committed into His mighty 
hands, that God has put all things 
under His feet. He has a right 
to our regard, to our respect, to 
our obedience. He has a fourfold 
claim upon each of us. There is 
the claim of creation. There is 
the claim of preservation. There 
is the claim of redemption. There 
is the claim of ordination, the or- 
dination, the revelation, the coro- 
nation of God by virtue of which 
He has been enthroned Lord of 
all. But, need I develop this? 
You are intelligent people. Your 
own minds will finish out the 
argument. If the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the moral ruler of the 
Universe, and He is, if His com- 
mands are binding on all men, and 
they are, then surely multitudes of 
you and multitudes all about you, 
who are living in any sort of overt 
sin, big or little, are criminals, con- 
spirators, rebels against the sov- 
ereignty of this enthroned Re- 
deemer. Continuance in any sort 
of known, open sin is despising 
and rejecting Jesus Christ. You 
do it at your peril, at your dread- 
ful peril. The throne rights of 
Jesus Christ absolutely demand 
that dire, bitter, inescapable pun- 
ishment be visited on those who 
despise, defy, deny the heir of God. 


There are again those who 
neglect to receive Him as their own 
Saviour. They will not close with 
the oft repeated, pleading offers 
of His great mercies. They will 
not choose Him as _ the only way 
to the Father. The Scriptures 
plainly teach and Christians, true, 
born again children of God, every- 
where fecognize Jesus Christ as 
the sole Mediator. We honour 
Him in this capacity. We renounce, 
refuse, totally reject, the thought 
of being forgiven, justified, saved 
by any other means. We rely 
wholly upon His great sacrifice, 
upon His ceaseless intercessions 
To turn your back upon all this 
is to despise the mercy, the pa- 
tience, the long suffering, the 
tender compassion, to brave the 
wrath of God. All sorts of con- 
jectures have been advanced as to 
the meaning of the Unpardonable 
Sin. I say to you there is but one 
unpardonable sin, but it is un- 
pardonable in time and in eternity, 
the sin of unbelief, the sin of 
Christ rejection, the sin of Christ 
neglecting. 

The Word of God is specific, 
“He that believeth on Him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God.” 
He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that be- 


Illinois, | lieveth not the Son shall not see 


life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him” (John 3:18, 36). Refuse 
or delay to put your faith in this 
Christ of God, and you have 
aligned yourself with the despisers 
and the rejectors. All manner of 
sin is forgiveable but this. Though 
your soul be as stained as hell 
itself, the blood of Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son will cleanse you fully, 
freely. Reject, however, the 
Christ, the blood of Calvary, and 
not even God, with all His great 
mercies, with all of His mighty 
power can save you from the tor- 
ments of hell. 


There are further those who do 
not give Jesus chief room in their 
hearts, preferring Him in their 
choice te everything else in all 
this world. The language of the 
true disciple is, “Whom have I in 
heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire be- 
side thee” (Psalms 73:25). Christ 
Himself says, “If any man come 
to me, and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and chil- 
dren, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he can- 


‘not be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). 


Too many so-called Christians, 
church members, are willing to 
use the Plan of Salvation as a sort 
of insurance policy to keep them 
out of hell, but are not willing 
to enthrone Jesus Lord of all. Let 
me warn you. It will not work. 
Hear the words of the Master 
“Not everyone that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that 
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The Sword of the Lord this 
week has only four pages. This 
is made necessary by wartime 
paper restrictions. Twice each 
month, for the present, you will 
receive the four page issue of 
The Sword of the Lord. Other 
issues will be eight pages as 
before, God willing. 

It is our earnest prayer that 
soon the War Production Board 
will be able to allow us enough 
paper to print eight pages each 
week. Meantime we know you 
will give your sympathetic un- 
derstanding. 


doeth the will of my Father which 
is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). Noth- 


ing short of that will suffice. 


Someone has well said, “You do 
not crown Him Lord at all, if you 
do not crown Him Lord of all.” 
You cannot be saved unless you 
enter His service. You cannot be 
His saint unless and until you are 
willing to become His servant. 


The Causes of Man’s Con- 
tempt for Jesus 


But, after these nineteen hun- 
dred years of blessings, of bount- 
ies, of benefits, what are the 
causes for this destroying con- 
tempt? _ 7 : 

There may be a secret unbelief. 
People flatter themselves with the 
thought they are not ignorant 
heathen, because they are not 
superstitious idolators,, because 
they are not downright avowed 


atheists and infidels, they are be- 


lievers. Faith is more than feel- 
ing. It is a motivating, constrain- 
ing force. Believing is more than 
subscribing to some creed or 
dogma. It is a driving compulsion 
that leads us out on the Lord’s 
side, to do the Lord’s will. If you 
have not closed with Christ as 
your own personal Saviour, a good 
part of the reason is your rank 
unbelief. Your unbelief, in Chris- 
tian America, with its multitudin- 
ous churches, its gospel services 
and broadcasts, its mnumberless 
churches and Bibles will condemn 
you much more than the unbelief 
of some benighted, ss te 
lacking heathen. 

Love of the world is another 
cause for this contempt. What 
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an indictment that is from the 
flaming pen of the Apostle Paul. 
How it makes our very souls 
quiver. “For Demas hath forsaken 
me, having loved this present 
world.” How John pleads with 
us, “Love not the world, neither 
the things that-are in the world. 
If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the 
world. And the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof; but 
he that doeth the will of God 
abideth forever.” There are too 
many who are trading Christ and 
Heaven for the world. It is a 
poor bargain. Yet the crowd is 
rapidly increasing. The baubles of 
Satan, the tinsel of the world, the 
painted death’s head show of the 
flesh are recruiting increasing 
numbers of devotees. 


The Consequences of Despis- 
ing and Rejecting the Saviour 

Now let us hasten on to finish. 
Consider with me the frightful 
consequences of this sin of all sins, 
despising and rejecting your 
Saviour. 

To despise and reject Christ is 
the blackest, the basest ingrati- 
tude. God gave you life. God has 
surrounded you with all the bount- 
ies of His grace. God has been 
patient and long suffering with 
you. God has stood for your 
bleak sins, has thus far over- 
looked your disobedience. God 
sent His own Son,- the heart of 
His heart, to the Cross to die for 
your guilt. How can you find it 
in your souls to despise mercies 
like that? How can you steel 
your hearts against such wooings? 
How can you turn your backs on 
such overtures? How can you 
tread such love under your deny- 
ing, at best delaying, feet? How 
can you say, “No,” to such invi- 
tations? 

It is the most insolent contempt 
of the wisdom, the goodness, the 
government of God. You shake 
your fist in the face of God when 
you go on in your sins. You dare 
God to stop you in your headlong 
flight. You take the very gifts 
God has so matchlessly bestowed 
upon you, and use them against 
God, for the enemy of God, even 
Satan. You are daring God to 
execute the rigor of His justice. 
Any minute God may take you up. 
It is all an act of bitter rebellion. 
You are bidding defiance to the 
Most High. You are taking an 
awful chance. You are running a 
frightful risk. The end of it, the 
consequences of it, will be your 
death and damnation, body and 
soul. The outcome of it will be the 


lake which burneth with fire and/,. . 


brimstone, the — house of the 
damned. 

I beseech you, turn, lest you 
burn. Make a careful inquiry into 
your attitude, your esteem of the 
Christ of God. You may weep at 
His sufferings. You may feel some 
emotions of gratitude and joy 
when you hear of the greatness of 
His love. But, do you love Jesus 
Christ more than all other things 
put together? Will you express 
that deep affection, that sincere 
gratitude, that holy admiration by 
cordially accepting Him as your 
Saviour, by cheerfully obeying 
Him from now on? If you do not, 
you will be ranked with the 
despisers of God’s Son. You will 
continue a slave of Satan. Your 
doom is recorded and sealed in 
eternity. . Hell 
borders to swallow up your soul. 

Turn, friend, even now. Look 
to Jesus dying for your sins on the 
bloody Cross. You have despised 
Him long enough. Come to Him 
now, even now, as my plea beats. 
on your heart. Come to Him by 
prayer and faith. He will receive 


you with open arms. 


My Decision For Christ 


You have read this blessed ser- 
mon by Dr. Appelman. Aren't 


personal Saviour. 


is enlarging its 


pent of your sin, now turn to Jesus 
with all your heart in surrender 
and faith, write us a note like 
the following or sign this, clip it 


out and mail it. We will notify 


Dr. Appelman, all of us will re- 
joice together and I will send you 
a letter of counsel and help. Evan- 
gelist John R. Rice, Editor. 


+The Sword of the Lord 


214 W. Wesley 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Dr. Hyman J. Appel- 
man’s sermon, “The Unwanted 
Christ.” I have never accepted 
Christ as my Saviour and realize 
I am a guilty sinner who has here- 
tofore despised and rejected Jesus. 
But today I repent of my sins. 
Here and now I accept Christ as 
my personal Saviour, trusting Him 
to forgive my sins and save my 
soul. By His help, I will try to 
live for Christ the rest of my life 
and “will confess Him as my 
Saviour before men. 

Signed . 
Address 


Morgan's 
Transactions 


(Continued from page one) 
erty. In this he was as depend- 
ent upon mercy as the dying rob- 
ber at Calvary. 

And, methinks, this testimony is 
far more wonderful than any other 
writing Mr. Morgan has ever 
penned. May it have a voice to 
the thousands who will read it. 

Observe that Mr. Morgan had 
no belief in the “New Theology.” 
The Lord Jesus was for him a 
He evidently 
agreed with Luther that our Chris- 
tianity is expressed with a per- 
sonal pronoun, for he spoke of 

“My Saviour.” 

Dear reader, have you yet ap- 
propriated the Saviour. thus? 
Nothing else will avail. | 

Then, further, note that Mr. 
Morgan did not indulge in a pious 
hope that he might be saved.. He 
could look back to a moment in 
his history when as a sinner he 
trusted the Lord Jesus as his per- 
sonal Saviour,-so that he could 
say of the Lord, in connection with 
his soul: 


“Having redeemed it and 
washed it with His most pre- 
cious blood.” 


He took the happy ground of 
positive assurance. For this he 
had the authority of Holy Scrip- 
ture. The apostle Peter could 
write to believers, “Ye know that 
ye were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, as silver and gold 
. but with the precious biood 
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“Dear Mr. Rice: 


Friday, July 20, 1945 . 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE THREE 


of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). The 
apostle John, likewise writing to 
believers, penned these peace-giv- 
ing words, “The blood of Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 

What a sure and certain trust 
Mr. Morgan had when he passed 
into God's presence, resting, as he 
did, on God’s word! ‘Can you do 
the same, my reader? 

Mr. Morgan bid his children 
“maintain and defend, at all haz- 
ard, and at any cost of personal 
sacrifice, the blessed doctrine of 
complete atonement for sin 
through the Lord Jesus Christ 
once offered,” and then he added 
the signficant words— 


“And through that ALONE.” 


It reminds us of Joachim ‘II, 
Elector of Brandenburg. As his 
ambassadors were about to pro- 
ceed to the religious disputations 
at Worms, in 1540, he gave them 
their final instructions: “See that 
you bring back that little word 
‘ALONE’: do not dare te return 
without it.” — 

Both parties were prepared to 
confess that salvation was to be 
received “through faith in Christ 
Jesus,” but the Reformers added 
the little word “alone”—salvation 
“through faith in Christ desus 
ALONE.” | 

But shall we call it a little 
word? It really is a big word— 
big in meaning, big in importance. 

How Mr. Morgan’s closing words 
ring with the triumph of assured 
conviction and truth! 
this was to be maintained. Aye, 
if every penny of his many mil- 
lions had to go, this must be main- 
tained. He valued this far above 
all else. And well he might. 

His millions might give him 


At all cost. 


power On this earth for a few brief 
years, but they were without avail 
to give him what he prized above 
all—salvation, redemption, “com- 
plete atonement for sin through 
the blood of Jesus Christ once 
offered, and through that alone.” 

Thank God, these are His gifts. 
The poorest is as welcome to their 
possession and enjoyment as the 
richest, and the richest needs them 
just as much as the poorest. Poor 
indeed would Mr. Morgan have 
been without these possessions; 
with them he possessed “the un- 
searchable riches of Christ,” be- 
sides which his millions were 


,paltry and insignificant. 


Grace alone will suit the needy 
sinner. Ponder well the following 
passage of Scripture; it completely 
sustains Mr. Morgan’s statement 
as to salvation through Christ: 

“By grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves; 
it is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast” (Eph. 
2:8, 9). 

You may find the same blessing 
and solace, if you trust the same 
Saviour, on the same terms. 

Of all the important transac- 
tions the great financier entered 
upon, surely the greatest satisfac- 
tion was his when he could sing: 


“"Tis done, the great transaction’s 
done, 

I am ‘my Lord’s, and He is mine; 

He drew me and I followed on, 

Charmed to confess the voice di- 
vine. 

Happy day! Happy day! 

When Jesus washed my sins 

away.” 


Reader, has this great transac- 
tion taken place in your history 


yet? If not, do not rest till it has. 


56 DECISIONS IN MAY AND JUNE 


(Continued from page one) 
them I received a great blessing. 
Romans 10:10 explains the cause 
of my joy: ‘For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.’ 

“If any of you are not sure of 
your salvation, then, for the sake 
of Christ who died for you, search 
your heart today and make the 
decision if you have not already 
done so. 

“May God bless you all,” 
(Signed) Donald 

(The above letter was sent to 

us by Donakd’s parents). 


So.) -s 


“Just recently I heard of a man 
who had not .been to church for 
between twenty and thirty years 
who was led to Christ through 
one of these tracts. It was ‘What 
Must I do to be Saved?’” 

(Signed) Miss Elsie M. Daddow 

“Adelaide, S. Australia 


‘IT have just finished reading 
your wonderful little book called 
‘What Must I do to be Saved?’ 
After reading it, I am ready to 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
my Saviour. But I am not satis- 
fied without you and some of your 
good people to pray for me and 
my wife and thirteen year old 
daughter who are back in the 
states. They are in Chattanooga, | 
Tennessee.” 

(Signed) Johnie Padgett 
Ancon Canal Zone 


* ¢ ¢@ 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“Here is another! A copy of 
profession signed tonight by my 
son, Ed, who reports for Navy 
boot training May 9—now 18, en- 
listed at 17. I used your “What 
Must I do to be Saved’ as well as 
the Bible, after much prayer. I 
knew God had answered my 
prayer just before my son came 
home at 11:00 o’clock—I had full 
assurance. I wil] now work harder 
than ever to lead other service | 
men to the Lord... 

“Please pray that God will mews 
and keep my boy.” : 


ithe habit down. I 


“Dear Sir: 

‘I will take the pleasure in 
writing to you today. If you re- 
member a while ago I sent to you 
for a small book on smoking. I 
have read the book through three 
times and now I have made up 
my mind to quit smoking. Not 
only have I quit smoking, but I 
have accepted God for my Saviour. 
Down in my heart I felt it wasn’t 
right for me to smoke. So I 
talked it over with Jesus and laid 
found with 
Jesus’ help it wasn’t hard at all. 
One week now I haven’t smoked 
a cigarette. I feel one hundred 
per cent better. 

“Brother Rice, I would like for 
you to remember me in a word 
of prayer and also my husband 
who is serving on the Pacific. 

‘I have found much happiness 
since I have accepted God. I want 
to than’ you for this little book. 
It was well worth the money.” 

(Signed) Mrs. E. McC 
Clarksville, Tenn. 
* ¥ 2 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 

I have just read your sermon, 
‘The Worth of a Soul.’ I have been 
seeking to be saved for a long 
time, Somehow it has seemed so 
hard for me, but now I fully un- 
derstand, and am writing to con- 
fess I have sinne@d many times. I 
repent of my sins and trust the 
Lord Jesus as my Saviour. 

“Pray for me, Dr. Rice, that I 
may be ever strong and always do 
His will. I will pray for your 
work.” 


(Signed) Mrs. H. R.— 
Zamora, Calif. 


* ¢*¢ *# 


“The other day when at Niagara 
Falls, telling of my work, a young 
man came up to me to say that 
he had found Christ as Saviour in 
reading the booklet, ‘What Must 
I Do to be Saved?’” 

(Signed) John Ferguson 


Decision cee cut. Tees the back 
page of the! booklet on What Must 
I Do te be Saved? or from the 
close of a Sermon in The Sword of 
the Lord show that seven native 
Africans have also accepted the 
Lord in that time. 

Fifty-one of the number report- 


ed saved in May and June were 


(Continued from page one) 
men the scientific facts before 
there was any scientific investiga- 
tion to discover and prove them. 
So I entreat you to go back and 
read that chapter again with an 
open mind. Do you really want 
to know the truth? Then investi- 
gate those facts again, submit to 
the truth made so clear that only 
God could have revealed those 
truths. 


“2. You do not believe the Bible, 
you say, because some of the 
things discussed in the Bible hap- 
pened some six thousand years 
ago and you think that these 
stories were handed down from 
one generation to another for so 
long that you cannot believe — 
were accurate. 


“But that only shows that you 
have not considered what the 
Bible teaches or claims for itself 
at all. The Bible never claims 
that it is accurate simply because 
men knew the facts themselves, 
or heard them from other men 
and wrote them down. No, the 
Bible claims that it is true and 
that the narratives therein are 
true history because they were 
inspired of God. 

“Men moved by the Holy Spirit 
of God wrote down what God 
wanted them to say, God revéaled 
to Moses, for example, how the 
world was created, the story of 
the flood, and other events in the 
book of Genesis, all of which hap- 
pened before the days of Moses. 
We believe in the Bible because 
it is a divine Book, not because it 
it a human Book. 

“However, if writers of the 
Bible began some 3,500 years ago, 
as they did, even yet they would 
be so much closer to what hap- 
pened back at the beginning, that 
they would certainly know better 
than so-called scientists of this 
day. Happily, they did not have 
to depend upon their own intel- 
ligence, nor upon the _ reports 
handed down to them. God Him- 
self revealed the things written 
in the Bible by a supernatural 
revelation. 

“3. You say that you think sci- 


converted through reading the 
booklet, What Must I Do to be 
Saved?, by Evangelist John R. 
Rice. 

May we call your attention 

again to this statement from the 
back of that booklet, 
' “Help get this message to sol- 
diers, sailors, marines, and airmen 
of America, Canada and England. 
Our aim a million copies distri- 
buted a year. 

“About 2,945,000 copies of this 
booklet have been printed. (This 
edition is 1,000,000). More than 
2,000 have signed the decision slip 
at its close, claiming to trust 


ters came each week from soldiers 
and others saved through this 
message. Ten thousand copies were 
printed in the Armenian language. 
It was also translated into Span- 
ish and distributed to many in 


many conversions. When this ser- 
mon was printed in The Sword of 
the Lord with other evangelistic 
messages, there were a number 
of reports of conversions through 
x . 
Chaplains, Christian soldiers and 
officers, you may write for as 
many copies as you will distribute 
prayerfully to service men. 

“Daily Vacation Bible School 
workers, rural missionaries, chil- 
dren’s workers, rescue missions, 
we will send you free copies, as 
God provides, if you will give them 
out personally to those who pro- 
mise to read them, accompanied 
by earnest persona! effort to win 
the reader -to Christ. (Please do 
not ask for free copies unless you 
agree to give them out only to 
those who promise to read them). 
“Please join in prayer that God 


means, and save thousands this 


year through this booklet.” 


A SOLDIER'S QUESTIONS 


Christ as their own Saviour. Let-]- 


Mexico, resulting, we are told, in - 


will raise up helpers, supply} 


entists generally want to know 
the truth and that they have no 
intentions of disagreeing with, or 
of disproving the Bible. I am sure 
you are honest in that opinion, but 
that shows that you do not know 
the so-called scientists as well as 
I do. When you have studied their 
writings as I have, when you have 
sat at the universities under their 
teachings as I have, when you 
know their lives as I know the 
lives of many of these scientists, 
and their deliberate efforts to 
cover up any truth that does not 
fit in with their theories, then you 
will see that you are mistaken. 
You have simply swallowed, with- 
out any personal investigation, 
what these so-called scientists say. 
Your faith in them is not justified. 
The real truth about the scientists 
is that they generally do not want 
to go against popular theories, 
they do not want to believe the 
Bible, they do not want to repent 
of their sins and be converted. As 
a former college teacher, a man 
with fine training, one who did 
graduate work in the University 
of Chicago, for example, I .can 
say to you that real education 
never turned any man away from 
the Bible. The people who do not 
believe the Bible are the people 
who do not know the Bible. The 
people who do not believe what 
the Bible teaches are the ones 
who have never put the Bible to 
an honest test. Men are by na- 
ture wicked in heart and do not 
want to believe in God and do not 
want to repent of their sins. That 
is the secret back of the vast 
majority of the infidelity among 
so-called scientists. 

“4, You do not like my inter- 


that God sits upon the circle of 
the earth.” You say: “A circle is 
a figure with two dimensions and 
cannot be mistaken for a sphere, 
which has three dimensions.” But 
you are speaking in the English 
language, not in Hebrew. Is it 
not strange that you, without in- 
vestigation, without even check- 
ing up on what 1 said, disbelieved 
it? You, too, have a bias, a preju- 
dice against the Bible. 
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pretation of Isaiah 40:22, saying. 


parents eagerly accept. “Packed with sane, 


If you had gone to a Hebrew 
authority, you would have found 
that the word thc translated 
circle means roundness. We use 
that word about a circle or a 
sphere either. A plate is round 
and a ball is round. That is the 
meaning of the Hebrew word 
translated circle in Isaiah 40:22. 
I knew about that, and said so, 
and you, an untrained man, With- 
out investigating, jumped to the 
conclusion that I was mistaken, 
The reason is that you wanted me 
to be mistaken and you did not 
want to believe the Bible. You 
see, if you really wanted to know 
the truth, you would have in- 
vestigated that further before you 
decided that the Bible is not true. 


“). You say, ‘But even before 
Paul’s time, the Arabs knew of 
the globular earth, the solar sys- 
tem and constellations.’ Again 
someone has misled you, and you 
did not study far enough to learn 
wherein your false teacher was 
wrong. The Arabs did not know 
of the globular earth. Perhaps 
they should have known of it, 
from the eclipse of the moon, and 
from the Word of God. But they 
did not. Some few had theories 
that were not generally accepted. 
Certainly it was never generally 
accepted that the world is a globe, 
until the telescope was invented, 
and until the roundness of the 
world was proven by Magellan’s 
voyage around it. The Arabs 
knew of the familiar constel- 
lations, it is true, and so did many 
ancient people. But they did not 
know the difference between our 
solar system and other stars, they 
did not know about the revolution 
of the earth on its axis or its 
journey around the sun, Again I 
say what you can find out if you 
are interested and really want to 
know the truth, these facts were 
not known by scientists until the 
telescope was invented and until 
the Renaissance. 


“6. You say: ‘Since the Bible so 
clearly states that ‘the life of the 
flesh is in the blood,’ why did the 
church believe and allow blood- 
letting to be practiced?’ First, 
you admit, do you, that the Bible 
states that ‘the life of the flesh is 
in the blood?’ Then never mind 
about the church; the Bible is 
true. Of course, men in the church 
are often ignorant of the Bible, 
and none of us are defending the 
church, particularly the church in 
medieval times. Of course, the 
church never controlled the doc- 
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‘ters since the Reformation, par- 
ticu:ar'y in Protestant lands. It is 
still an inescapable fact that the 
life of all flesh is in the blood, 
that the Bible itself stated that 


many centuries before scientists: 


found it out otherwise. That 
means that the Bible is the in- 
fallible Word of God, inspired by 
God, who made man and knew, of 
course, the functions of the blood. 
There is no other way to account 
for this truth. 

“7, You say: ‘Evolutionists can 
explain why we have hair on our 
lips, toe-nails, annendix, a. man’s 
nipples and many other_ things 
which are entirely useless.’ Oh, 
no, it happens that you are listen- 
ing to only one evolutionist. 
If you had ten evolutionists in 
a room no five of them would 
agree on this matter. What you 
have said is not scientific and 
would not be accepted as scientific 
by evolutionists. Evolutionists 
only guess about these matters 
and they do not know. In fact, 
they do not pretend to know. In 
fact, again, they are not nearly 
as positive on this matter as they 
were a few years ago. Some high 
school teacher told you this evi- 
dently, but if you went to the 


head of some science department 
at a great university, he would 
not be dogmatic in telling you 
that he knew how these things 
happened, He does not, and intel- 
ligent scientists do not.claim to 
know. Occasionally scientists 
Claim to have an opinion on such 
matters, but none of them claim 
to know, if they are intelligent 
and established ‘scientists. How 
much simpler and more’ sensible 
it is to believe that God made 
man as the Bible says. Why should 
I have to have some scientist ex- 
plain why I have hair on my 
upper lip?. Why not simply be- 
lieve that God made me as the 
Bible says. I happen to know why 
I need toe nails and no scientist 
need tell me. Now most scientists 
are beginning to believe that there 
is a reason for the appendix, and 
the best scientists say that doc- 
tors are wrong to remove the ap- 
pendix uniess it is badly inflamed 
and dangerous. Doctors now.say 
that .the tonsils do perform a 
necessary function. Scientists only 
foolishly talked about them as 
‘vestigial remains.’ Frankly, dear 
friend, you have simply been 
‘taken in’ by listening to some 
ignorant fellow or reading some 
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book to which other scientists 
would not agree. 

“8. You do not understand why 
it is wrong for one to marry a 
sister. Then you ought to ask any 
modern scientist, any good doctor, 
and he can tell you. Where there 
is some inherent weakness in a 
family, the marriage of brother 
and sister is likely to double and 
magnify this weakness. Any tend- 
ency to insanity, for example, is 
greatly increased by the _ inter- 
marriage of a brother and sister. 
However, in man and woman 
created perfect, as Adam was, his 
children would not at once. show 
up so much weakness as has been 
brought into the human race by 
sin. So when Adam’s children 
married, there was not the in- 
herent weakness that people have 
today after centuries of sin and 
disease. 


“9. You think that the capacity 
of the ark was not great enough to 
hold ‘even all the different species 
of insects in the world.’ You evi- 
dently do not know how many 
species of insects there are in the 
world. They. would have about 
five cubie feet each in the ark, 
according to your own figures and 
that would take care of a thou- 
sand fleas and a dog! Most of the 
insects could be on animals and 
not take up any extra space. Ani- 
mals which interbreed are really 
of one species and could have 
descended from one stock. For 
example all dogs descended, no 
doubt, from the same couple; and 
all cats, including lions, tigers, 
panthers, leopards, bobcats, and 
house cats could well have de- 
scended from the same pair, since 
various strains of ‘the cat family, 
of similar enough size, interbreed 
today. 

“10. You say: “The Bible also 
says that the flood waters rose to 
fifteen cubits and covered the face 
of the earth.’ You paid no at- 
tention to the Biblical story, or 
you would have read in Genesis 
7:19, 20: ‘And the waters pre- 
vailed exceedingly upon the earth; 
and all the high hills, that were 
under the whole heaven, were 


covered. Fifteen cubits upward} 


did the waters prevail; and the 
mountains were covered.’ So the 
waters really rose fifteen cubits 
upward from the highest hills, and 
even a casual reading would have 
showed you that, if you really 
believe the Bible and had a heart 
to understand the truth. You are 
prejudiced against the Bible, as 
all lost men are, unconverted, 
blaspheming, Christ-rejecting sin- 
ners. 


all living things save those aboard 
the ark would be destroyed. Yet 
Noah’s dove brought back an olive 
leaf. Again you misquote the 
Bible. The Bible did not say ‘all 
living things save those aboard 
the ark would be destroyed.” Gene- 
sis 7:22 says: ‘All in whose nostrils 
was the breath of life, of all that 
was in the dry land, died.’ That 
says that land animals with lungs, 
those that breathed air, died dur- 
ing the flood. The next verse 
says, modifying the same state- 
ment: ‘And every living  sub- 
stance was destroyed which. was 
upon the face of the ground, both 
man, and cattle, and the creeping 
things, and the fow] of the heaven; 
and they were destroyed from the 
earth: and Noah only remained 
alive, and they that were with 
him in the ark.’ Nothing is said 
about vegetable matter. The ‘liv- 
ing substancé’ mentioned here is 
defined by the terms, ‘both man, 
and cattlé, and the creeping 
things, and the fowl of the 
heaven.’ All such living things as 
man, cattle, and insects died, says 
the Scripture... You are the first 
person I_ever saw who_misunder- 
stood that statement or who 
thought that the ,Bible claimed 
that. the flood destroyed all vege- 
table matter. The Bible did not 
say that Noah took plants into 
the ark or that he had to set out 
trees and shrubs after the flood 
in order to have green things 
grow on the earth. You did not 


study it with an open mind and/ 


carefully, or you would have seen 


“11. You say: ‘It also says that 


this, it seems to me. 

“12. Again you say that Mark 
2:21 tells that it is a sin to patch 
clothes. Again, if you had read 
the Scripture over carefully, you 
would have seen that that is not 
true. It is hardly worth-while to 
explain that to you if you do not 
care enough to read it for your- 
self. You have listened to some 
infidel or read a five cent blue 
book and that surely must be the 
extent of your knowledge of such 
matters. Why not read it for 
yourself and see what the Bible 
says? The Bible simply says that 
one ought to put an old patch on 
old clothes; new cloth will shrink 
and tear a hole in the other gar- 
ment. Nothing is said about sin 
in that verse, but only what is 
practical wisdom and good sense. 


“Your trouble is not really with 
the Bible. It is with your own 
sin. Whenever you are ready to 
repent of your sin, turn your 
heart away from the things you 
know are wrong, come to God for 
forgiveness and mercy, honestly 
seeking to find the will of God 
and do it, then you may be sure 
that you will have no more trou- 
ble about believing the Bible. 
What is wrong is not~your head. 
That is, of course, only a young 
man’s head, without any too much 
information about the Bible. But 
what is really wrong is your heart, 
a wicked, unrepentent heart. 
When you turn your heart to God 
and ask Him to cleanse it, then 
you will understand the Bible and 
believe it. God will fix that if you 
honestly seek Him with allt your 
heart. 


“That is really the way to un- 
derstand the Bible and to see the 
contradictions that you thought 
you saw there vanish away. 

“Suppose you kneel before God 
and on your knees confess to Him 
your sins. Ask Him to open your 
heart to the truth. Tell Him you 
will set out to read the Bible with 
an honest heart and try to find 
what He wants you to do. Tell 


Him that you will honestly con- 
fess and forsake what sin He 
brings to your mind and shows 
you you have been guilty of..Then 
trust_Him to forgive you and trust 
Him to guide you, and He will do 
it. The best way to know whether 
the Bible is true is to try it out 
on the plan of salvation. 

“I am sending my little booklet, 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ 
I hope you will read it prayerfully 
and with an open mind. If I can 


help you, I shall be glad to do so. ~ 


In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
(Signed) John R. Rice” 


PASS ALONG YOUR 
BLESSING—SOME- 
' ONE DID! 


“I have received my first copy 
of the “Sword of the Lord”, for 
which I want to thank you very 
much. I don’t know who gave you 
my name and address. 
did know so I could thank them 
also. I am enjoying the paper 
very much. " 

(Signed) “Mrs. C. R., 
“Lodi, New Jersey”. 


* * * 


“I have been reading The Sword 
of the Lord for almost two years. 
I don’t know who sent me my 
first subscription, but I am very 
grateful and thankful. I only wish 
I could find words that could ex- 
plain how much it has done for 
We. ys 


(Signed) “Mrs. L. M., 
“Belzoni, Mississippi.” 


* * * 


sé 


... 1 have received The Sword 
of the Lord since April 8th, sent 
to me by some dear friend. (1 do 
not know who, but I ask God to 
bless the one and reward bounti- 
fully.) I love this paper because 
of its truths of the good old 
gospel... 
“Tillie H. S., 

~*“Norfolk, Wisconsin.” 


Revival 


By Evangelist 
John R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. 


New book of sixteen fervent 
‘Scriptural, evangelistic mes- 
sages by Evangelist John R. 
Rice, D.D., Litt.D., Editor 
The Sword of the Lord. 

Some fifty mew converts 
walked down the aisle that 
night to claim Christ as Sa- 


¢ 
i 


viour, some in té€ars, some 
with quivering lips and starry 
eyes, old and young alike, 
stepping out from a crowd 


of 3,767 in the Public Music 
. Hall after Dr. Rice preached 
the moving sermon-on “Miss- 
ing God’s: Last Train for 
Heaven” from the text in 
Jeremiah 8:20, “fhe harvest 
is past, the summer. is ended, 
and we are not. saved.” 
Would you like to have been 
there? Well, you may read 
that very sermon in the new 


1, When God’s Patience Wears 
Out : 


2. “Be Sure Your Sin Will Find 
You Out” 


3. What Jesus Said About Hell 

4. Will a Loving God Send a 
Sinner to Hell? 

5. Hell—Keep Out! — 

6. Religious But Lost 

7. 4 Good Man Lost and «a 
Bad Man Saved 


8 The Criminal Who Wanted 
Another Chance 


aii 


sixteen sermons for only 


book just off the press. 
see that very crowd on the jacket of the new book, the picture 
taken in the midst of the sermon. 
the great crowd assembled at Buffalo, New York, in April, 1944, 
in the Union campaign with about 114 churches and other Christian 
organizations cooperating, when 997 people made public profes- 
sion of faith in Christ in three weeks’ time. Here are sermons 
preached in blessed revival campaigns in principal cities in Amer- 
ca. You will want this large new book, with stirring, convicting, 
Spirit-filled sermons to the unsaved. The sermon titles are 


Beautiful red cloth binding stamped im gold, 220 page 
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You may 


You may see also pictures of 


9. How a Lost Sheep Got Home 

10. “Come Unto Me” 

Il. Facing the Pierced Jesus 

12. “It Is Finished!” 

13. No Room for Jesus 

14. Neglect, the Shortest Way to 
Hell 


15. “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” 


16. Missing God's Last Train for 
Heaven —. 


~ 
$1.50 


monthly selections in the § 


This big book will be given as a free ie to those who purchase Salar 
word Book Club. Get it now 

loved ones, for that unsaved friend, for your own book sh 
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